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Overview of CoARA



COALITION FOR ADVANCING 
RESEARCH ASSESSMENT

• an international initiative reforming how research and 
researchers are evaluated. 

• challenges systems overly dependent on metrics like 
publications and citations

• over 800 organisations have signed its 2022 reform 
agreement.







Overview of TURN

Thinking critically on University Rankings Network



Main Activities of the WG

Three Critical Conversations
Explore how rankings are affecting 
assessment and decision making at 
Universities

University Top Trumps Card Game
Create a card game that can be used to 
illustrate the issues of University rankings
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1st Critical Conversation:
Students and Early Career Researchers
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21475997 

https://zenodo.org/records/21475997
https://zenodo.org/records/21475997
https://zenodo.org/records/21475997


1st Critical Conversation:
Students and Early Career Researchers
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21475997 

Research Brief
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/22283929

https://zenodo.org/records/21475997
https://zenodo.org/records/21475997
https://zenodo.org/records/21475997
https://zenodo.org/records/22283929
https://zenodo.org/records/22283929
https://zenodo.org/records/22283929


2nd Critical Conversation:
Data Stewarts and Administrators
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21476997 

https://zenodo.org/records/21476997
https://zenodo.org/records/21476997
https://zenodo.org/records/21476997


2nd Critical Conversation:
Data Stewarts and Administrators
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21476997 

Guide
Type B Output
Currently being 
Finalized

https://zenodo.org/records/21476997
https://zenodo.org/records/21476997
https://zenodo.org/records/21476997


FOLLOWING THE DATA
Uses Time Higher Education (THE) as a case study

Six-Layers of the Ranking Data Pipeline
1. Data Generation
2. Ingestion, legal capture, and shift in the locus of control
3. Processing and commensuration
4. Storage and assetisation
5. Data productization
6. Downstream use and effects



3rd Critical Conversation:
Institutional Leaders
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21477272



3rd Critical Conversation:
Institutional Leaders
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Anonymized 
Transcript
Type B Output
https://zenodo.org/reco
rds/21477272

Quiz
Type A Output
Being prepared for 
Community Review



QUIZ
A self-reflection tool to help university leaders examine 
how their institution engages with global rankings.

Each area will describe 

1. A concrete starting point
2. A concrete step toward delivering on CoARA’s 

Commitment 4



QUIZ
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University Top Trumps Card Game

Goal of the Universities Top Trumps Game?
• Highlights the inability to assess a university based on a single 

value or ranking.
• Can be used by various stakeholders

Type A Output:
An interactive tool that can be used to 
educate, advocate and change behaviour
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NEXT STEPS



QUESTIONS?

Erica Conte
Erica.Conte@unityhealth.to
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