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PAPER MILLS – INDUSTRIAL-SCALE FRAUD IN ACADEMIC PUBLISHING*

 Entities which produce fraudulent research papers for a fee

 Plagiarism, fabrication, computer generated text, fictitious authors ++

 Often published in pay-to-publish mega-journals and/or special issues with guest editors

*Podcast: “Industrialized Cheating in Academic Publishing: How to Fight ‘Paper Mills’” with prof. Dorothy Bishop. 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2Pt0T8ljnmoFomnygGC8yw?si=dd7308768093468a 

HOW DO SLEUTHS DETECT FAKE PAPERS

 Duplicated images 

 Plagiarism, duplication, salami-slicing

 Tortured phrases and nonsensical text

 Forums online: authorship for sale

 Irrelevant and unnecessary citations

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2Pt0T8ljnmoFomnygGC8yw?si=dd7308768093468a


REPORTS OF FLAWED AND FAKE PAPERS

 PubPeer.com

 Problematic Paper Screener https://dbrech.irit.fr/pls/apex/f?p=9999:1:::::: 

 Blogs: http://deevybee.blogspot.com/ https://forbetterscience.com/

https://retractionwatch.com/

 Research sleuths: Guilamme Cabanac, Elisabeth Bik, Nick Wise, María Oviedo 

García, Alexander Magazinov and many others

https://dbrech.irit.fr/pls/apex/f?p=9999:1
http://deevybee.blogspot.com/
https://forbetterscience.com/
https://retractionwatch.com/


PUBPEER.COM

 Post-publication peer review

 Anyone can comment – anonymously

 Search for a paper, an author, or a user

 Browser plug-in



Hanger, M. (2023). Universitetsavisa

https://www.universitetsavisa.no/forskning-forskningsjuks-morten-oksvold/ber-

om-at-alle-tidsskrifter-fra-forlaget-hindawi-svartelistes/377048

https://www.khrono.no/publiseringsutvalget-anbefaler-a-melde-inn-bekymringer-vi-forsokte/858878

Hanger, M. & Sørland, K. (2024). Universitetsavisa. 

https://www.universitetsavisa.no/filippo-berto-forskningsetikk-forskningsjuks/norges-

mestpubliserende-forsker-granskes-for-alvorlige-brudd-pa-etiske-normer/403870

«All Hindawi-journals 

should be de-listed

from the

Norwegian register»

«Varsling/Report to 

NTNU: Filippo Berto

should be investigated

for possible research 

misconduct»

«The journal Fuel

should be downgraded

in the Norwegian 

register»

https://www.universitetsavisa.no/forskning-forskningsjuks-morten-oksvold/ber-om-at-alle-tidsskrifter-fra-forlaget-hindawi-svartelistes/377048
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REPORTING FAKE RESEARCH TO THE NORWEGIAN REGISTER:

ALL HINDAWI JOURNALS SHOULD BE DELISTED

https://retractionwatch.com/2023/03/21/nearly-20-hindawi-journals-

delisted-from-leading-index-amid-concerns-of-papermill-activity/
Hanger, M. (2023). Universitetsavisa https://www..no/forskning-forskningsjuks-morten-oksvold/ber-om-at-

alle-tidsskuniversitetsavisarifter-fra-forlaget-hindawi-svartelistes/377048

https://www.universitetsavisa.no/forskning-forskningsjuks-morten-oksvold/ber-om-at-alle-tidsskrifter-fra-forlaget-hindawi-svartelistes/377048


REPORTING FAKE SCIENCE TO THE NORWEGIAN REGISTER –

THE JOURNAL FUEL SHOULD BE DOWNGRADED

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity

:7121212700210126848/

2023: Principal editor Goldfarb resigned because

Fuel published paper mill articles and Elsevier «value article 

quantity and profit over science»

2024: Refseth and Oksvold: 

«The journal Fuel should be 

downgraded»

2025: Still level 2.

“Concerns should be 

based on own 

experience or expertise 

in the relevant field”

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7121212700210126848/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7121212700210126848/


REPORTING FAKE PAPERS: FILIPPO BERTO

https://www.universitetsavisa.no/filippo-berto-forskningsetikk-forskningsjuks/norges-

mestpubliserende-forsker-granskes-for-alvorlige-brudd-pa-etiske-normer/403870



https://www.khrono.no/vart-varsla-om-mogleg-forskingssvindel-for-tre-ar-sidan-forst-no-undersoker-hogskulen-saka/835907

Kjetil Sletteland: -HVL må rydde opp i rutinane sine

https://www.khrono.no/vart-varsla-om-mogleg-forskingssvindel-for-tre-ar-sidan-forst-no-undersoker-hogskulen-saka/835907


HOW TO 
CONFRONT
THIS

 Less pressure to publish!

 More time and credit for peer review and editorial work

 Pay sleuths?

 Report concerns in Pubpeer and Norwegian register

 Expose the cheaters

 Open Science: preregistration, open data, registered reports, open peer review, 

 Stop pay-to-publish / gold open access with for-profit publishers

 Science ombud / Vitenskapsombud
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