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Program

* Media? Stone, parchment, ceramics, papyrus, wood, bamboo, paper
and screen.

* Japanese book history: a short glimpse
* Woodblock books in Edo period
Break

* Older Japanese books at the University of Oslo Library






https://www.ub.uio.no/bibliotekene/humsam/samlinger/papyrus.html

West/Middle east
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Parchment and papyrus



https://www.ub.uio.no/bibliotekene/humsam/samlinger/papyrus.html

Wood and bamboo slips in East Asia

Mokkan ZA<f& = wood tabels/slips in Japan
ChikukanfTf& = bamboo slips in China

Cai Lun 2% (63-121) improved paper making process
around 105
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In China around 3rd century, in Japan
around 8th century, paper replaced
mokkan and chikukan gradually.

https://www.osaka-up.or.jp/book.php?isbn=978-4-87259-475-1



https://bunka.nii.ac.jp/heritages/detail/144824
https://www.osaka-up.or.jp/book.php?isbn=978-4-87259-475-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cai_Lun

HOBZEDOEHEER (+ErsRALEAADOEDEDY))
Illustration of the dissemination of the paper manufacturing process (starting in China, then moving east and west)
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D BLEDIRIR OEYEE) - FutureLearn @EZM H A2 < HAD XL g
https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/japanese-book-paper-j/0/steps/174595



https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/japanese-book-paper-j/0/steps/174595

Japanese book history: a short glimpse

« Hyakumanté darani/B 35 BEEE
‘ a o = One million Pagodas and Dharani prayers

764-770, oldest dated printed material.

Pagodas ca.21cmx 11cm.

Sutra — four types




Writing on paper

* Religious writings — buddhist texts — sutra copying

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

* Document from 8th century shows:

Copying the sutra was hard work, poorly
paid...

* Heian period — sutra copying became
more of a religious activity

National Museum of Japanese History



https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%95%E3%82%A1%E3%82%A4%E3%83%AB:%E5%86%99%E7%B5%8C%E7%94%9F_(%E5%9B%BD%E7%AB%8B%E6%AD%B4%E5%8F%B2%E6%B0%91%E4%BF%97%E5%8D%9A%E7%89%A9%E9%A4%A8%E5%B1%95%E7%A4%BA).JPG

Scroll - Makimono, Kansu bon &%) & T4 Folding book — Orihon  #T2S

«Fra Washo no samazama» f1E£ D & & & &


https://www.nijl.ac.jp/etenji/washoRINNE/index.html
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«Fra Washo no samazama» f1E£ D & & & &
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https://www.nijl.ac.jp/etenji/washoRINNE/index.html
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Kokatsuji 71 /&
(old movable type
In Japan)

Used from 16th century to the
early 17th century in Japan.
Came from:

 FEurope (1590, Gutenburg
press) — adopted and used by
missionaries

* Korea (Imjin war 1596/97) -
used to make exclusive books
like Saga-bon insted of hand
writings



https://www.takezasa.co.jp/service/re_sagabon-mokukatsuji.html

Woodblock printing

* Movable types more or less replaced by already
existing woodblock printing

* Used mostly for Buddhism texts before Edo period

* Edo period - peace and economical growth
broadened publishing to include leisure literature

* Peaceful period —reading ability increase

* |n Kyoto many temples already had publishing
activities — spread to Osaka, Edo and small local
cities

* Emerging production of leisure books to common
people

https://www.nijl.ac.jp/etenji/washo/exhibition/1-6/index.html#show

13


https://www.nijl.ac.jp/etenji/washo/exhibition/1-6/index.html#show

https://www.tosho-bunko.jp/column/research/columnQ7.html

Utagawa Yoshiiku (1833-1904) Brooklyn museum, public domain
Wikimedia

14


https://www.tosho-bunko.jp/column/research/column07.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Utagawa_Yoshiiku

A textbook for elementary school from the Edo perlod

https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20251116/p2a/00m/00p/004000c

15


https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20251116/p2a/00m/0op/004000c

Multiple layers color printing

'EahiV: 'H*gk; : W}Q&“
1. AT HEIRES 2. Fith TR ZE D, 3. finiciRS a2 fida,

RICZED 2% RICZEICIRBZTRD

6. {2\ E; (HHA W (R O &)

o -
TH-> Tk
Copyright © =15 L= All Rights Reserved. Proscess of the layers:
https://takahashi-kobo.com/edomokuhanga/technique/process/ UKIYOE MOKUHANGA / PRINTER KENJI TAKENAKA

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQbcvGkkpYF/?igsh=MTdycGp
obmlJteHM4bg%3D%3D TTHAKMR 1T E
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https://takahashi-kobo.com/
https://takahashi-kobo.com/edomokuhanga/technique/process/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQbcvGkkpYF/?igsh=MTdycGpobmJteHM4bg%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQbcvGkkpYF/?igsh=MTdycGpobmJteHM4bg%3D%3D
https://www.takezasa.co.jp/
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Tori Sanjin (author), Katsukawa Shunsen (illustrator)

The Golden mast of the treasure ship
[EMESONE] 1818

From Exhibition <Manga Hokusai Manga»
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Yumiharizuki Rakutei Saiba
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565906 18



https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565906
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565906

Jippensha ikku author and illustrator
Atariya shitajihon doiya

HRARE (H7-) P LABIFAELY)
1802



https://doi.org/10.11501/2537597
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Edo meisho zue

Esbshi mise
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https://www.library.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/portals/0/edo/tokyo_library/upimage/big/323.jpg
https://ja.ukiyo-e.org/image/metro/526-C001
https://www.wul.waseda.ac.jp/kotenseki/html/he13/he13_02132_0080/index.html

Edo to Melji - adopting new printing technique

* Until around 1900, woodblock printing was used especially in
teaching and illustrated material for schools. Easier to combine
Illustration and text and reasonable to publish

* Printing of illustration techniques developed gradually and
woodblock was replaced by modern printing — printing on both
side of paper, a lot of information per page, quick, quantity,
precise, and cheap

21



Older Japanese
books in the Oslo
University Library

* Around 70 titles, more than 50
titles from Edo period (1603-
1868), others are from
Meiji(1968-1912) and Taisho
(1912-1926) period.

* Most of them are «fukuro-toji»
S YN |
IR

* Theme of books: dictionaries,
religion, popular literature,

botanics, metalworks, flower
arrangements, pictures, etc...
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https://boundbytradition.weebly.com/japan.html
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https://www.lib.u-tokyo.ac.jp/html/tenjikai/josetsu/2005_04/gazo/T86_96_l.jpg
https://www.lib.u-tokyo.ac.jp/html/tenjikai/josetsu/2005_04/gazo/T86_96_l.jpg

Selected digitalized Japanese elder books from

our collection

Wakan sansaizue fIi2=F X% 1715? Encyclopedia
https://bibsysalmaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71511889940002201

Kwai f£Z 1759 Botanics
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_1L.S71542109620002201
Kannongyo hayayomi esho £ & #X R Fcict) 1748717907 Buddhism for children and women
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71490406620002201

Kwaitai shinsho f#{&3#1ZE 1774 anatomi, translation from Dutch «Ontleedkundige Tafelen»
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_1L.S71461572460002201
Bokuchiku shinan =175 1821 Painting bamboo
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_1LS71721014690002201

Koromono ka IKMD& 1825? Flower arrangement

https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71722502020002201
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https://bibsysalmaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71511889940002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71542109620002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71490406620002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71461572460002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71721014690002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71722502020002201

Zattai gafu ME(RIBIEE 17K, fE5 ca. 1820-40? Copy of paintings, hand drawings
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_ILS71542759400002201

Fugo senshi fF5R& 1827 Chinese coins

https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565907

Hokusai gafu L ETHIZE ca. 1840 Illustrations
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_ILS71722471800002201

Soken biko %&l{F% 1846 Swords
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:554692

Yumiharizuki 55& 8 1861 Novel

https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565906

Buyi sakigake zue i 2 %I[E® 18682 Famous people from Japanese history
https://bibsysalmaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71722764560002201

Momotaro Chirimenbon 1896 In Swedish, souvenir book for foreigners in Meiji-period

https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger60/BIBSYS_ILS71497046100002201
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https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71542759400002201
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565907
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71722471800002201
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:554692
https://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/view.jsf?pid=alvin-record:565906
https://bibsysalmaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/13vfukn/BIBSYS_ILS71722764560002201
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8ger6o/BIBSYS_ILS71497046100002201

Not digitalized

Tosho jii BEEF = ??? Dictionary

Ehon taikoki #& A KRB EC 1798-99 Novel about Toyotomi Hideyoshi

Tokai setuyo hyakkata #SSETFEESE 1801 Encyclopedia

Morokoshi meisho zue E T %B5X < 1802 Famous Chinese destinations

Fidai setsuyd mujinzo sKCETHE KRB, 1809 Encyclopedia

Todo ihitsu BkAIZEEE 1850 Botanics and zoology by Ohara Todo

Ehon toyotomi kunkoki #z42 E 812150 1857-1860 Novel about Toyotomi Hideyoshi
Hokusaimanga dt7Z&/JiE illustrations by Hokusai

Dobutsu kunmd  B¥EIIZR  Zoology school textbook in Meiji-period

Jinjo shogakko tokuhon Z=ZFE/NFRFA Reader, school textbook in Meiji-period

26



Resources

Eldre japansk litteratur

By Univeristy of Oslo Library

Washo no samazama f1ZD X F & F

By National Institute of Japanese Literature

Bound by tradition Fukuro-toji

By University of Hawai’i, Manoa

27


https://www.ub.uio.no/fag/asia-orient/japansk/ressurser/eldre-japanske-litteratur.html
https://www.nijl.ac.jp/etenji/washoRINNE/index.html
https://boundbytradition.weebly.com/japan.html
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