Reference Interview for Systematic Review Searching
	Project name/ 
research question:
	




	Contact person review team
	Name: 
E-mail address:
Phone number:

	Librarian
	Name: 
E-mail address: 
Phone number: 




	Question

	Preparations

	Research Question





	Is the research question clearly defined? 
· Clear inclusion criteria?
· Clear exclusion criteria?

	Notes



	Preliminary work
What already exist?`
· Published systematic reviews on the same topic?
· Protocols for ongoing systenatic reivews?

	Notes




	Framework for research question
Example 
· PICO 
· SPICE 
· SPIDER 
· Other… 1


	Notes 
	




	
	Inclusion criteria
	Exclusion criteria

	Population(s) types/characteristics of participants; ages of participants; health conditions of participants; etc
	
	

	Intervention(s)
Types/characteristics of interventions; do articles which only have your target intervention as a part of the study "count"?; etc
	
	

	Comparison(s)

	
	

	Outcome(s)
Which specific outcome measures "count"? Which ones don't? What about qualitative evidence? 
	
	

	Study designs
Which study types "count"? Which ones don't? 
	
	

	Date or language criteria

	
	

	Any other criteria 

	
	


	

	Protocol
· Does a protocol exist?
· Is it registered in PROSPERO?
· Will a protocol be written?
· Will it be registered in PROSPERO?

	Notes 




	Relevant references
· Gold standard for search
· Useful for identifying search terms

	Notes 




	Published searches
· Useful for identifying search terms 
· Useful for identifying relevant databases

	Notes




	Where to publish?
Will the SR be published in a journal or via an organization? 
· Journal, check instruction for authors
· Organization, check methodological requirements.

	Notes




	Use of any standards?
· Guidelines for 
· SR
· literature search
· Reporting - PRISMA 2
· Journals’ instruction for authors
· Peer review of electronic search strategy - PRESS 3

	Notes




	Organizing the work

	Project group
· Earlier experience with SR?
· Work in independent pairs?
· Contact person who can make decisions on behalf of the group? 

	Notes




	A  systematic review? Or a review done systematically?
· A SR should include quality assessment of included studies, will this be done? 
· For other types of reviews, see Granth & Booth (2009) 4.

	Notes




	Role of librarian
· Supervising search or do the search?
· Will the search be published?
· Author of methodology chapter in review?
· Librarian as co-author/ acknowledgement?

	Notes




	Time frame and deadlines
· What is the time frame for the whole project?
· What is the time frame for the literature search?
· Will the search result be reviewed regardless of size?

	Notes




	The literature  search

	Searching: Sources and methods
· Reference databases
· Databases outside UiO-portfolio
· Unpublished studies
· Gray literature
· Hand searching 
· Citation searching

	Notes



	Search terms and phrases
· Subject headings
· Text words, incl. variations
· Phrases, incl. variations
· Concepts, incl. variations


	Notes 





	Relevant study designs
· Which study designs answers the research question?
· Appropriate to limit to these?

	Notes 




	Limiting by languages

· Any language limitations?
· Resources to translate studies in foreign languages?
· Plan for managing studies in foreign languages?

	Notes 




	Limiting by years
· Any limitations by year?


	Notes 




	Further work

	Duplicate check
· Use of Endnote

	Notes 




	Documentation of literature search
Documentation should include:
· Name, affiliation and contact information of librarian
· Name of databases, incl  which vendor
· Search date
· Copy of the literature search
· Number of references per database
· Number of references before and after duplicate check
Storing of documentation of literature searches.

	Notes 




	Reporting of search in article
· Recommend using PRISMA as a reporting standard.
· Recommend including the search in an appendix.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How should the search be described in the article, and who should write the part?
This can also be included in discussed the librarians role in section 2. 

	Notes




	Import to other software?
Need to import references into other software? 
· Reference manager? 
· Screening software?
· Which formats are required?

	Notes 





	Review update
· Need to update the search before publishing this review?
· Plan for updating the SR in the future? 
· Set up alerts for the research group. 
· Save the search strategies for the research group. 


	Notes 





	Article access and inter library loans
· Provide researchers with information on how to access electronic articles effectively (e.g with EndNote Find full text) 
· Inform how to order articles/ books not available at the institution.

	Notes 





	Author keywords
· Is there any need to help find MeSH terms that will be put on the article by submission?

	Notes 




	Notification when SR is published
· The librarian would like to be notified when the SR is published.

	Notes 
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